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UNCLASSIFIED 
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ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 INR-10 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 CAB-05 DODE-00 DOTE-00 
FAA-00 L-03 PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 /068 W 

095098 I40559Z/I5 

R 122124ZSEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8617 
INFO AMCONSUL CALGARY 
AMCONSUL HALIFAX 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
AMCONSUL TORONTO 
AMCONSUL VANCOUVER 
AMCONSUL WINNIPEG 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 04445 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, ELAB, CA 

SUBJECT: AIR CANADA LABOR PROBLEMS: TWO DOWN - TWO TO GO 

REE: OTTAWA 4332 

1. THE PRESS REPORTED SEPT. 12 THAT ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF 

THE AIR CANADA GROUND WORKERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCI- 
ATION OF MACHINISTS HAVE VOTED IN EAVOR OF THE MOST 
RECENT CONTRACT OFEER, THUS ENSURING THAT THE AIRLINE'S 
SECOND MAJOR LABOR DISPUTE IS SETTLED. 

2. WHILE THE GROUND WORKERS WERE VOTING TO ACCEPT THEIR 
NEW CONTRACT, HOWEVER, THE CARRIER'S 2,700 STEWARDESSES 

AND STEWARDS (REPRESENTED BY THE CANADIAN FLIGHT ATTENDANTS 
ASSOCIATION) WERE BEING POLLED BY MAIL ON THEIR INTENTIONS 
TO STRIKE AGAINST THE COMPANY. THE BALLOTS ARE EXPECTED 
TO BE COUNTED SEPT. 20. SINCE THE FEDERAL CONCILLIATOR'S 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 OTTAWA 04445 122136Z 

REPORT IS EXPECTED TO GO TO THE ACTING LABOR MINISTER 
TODAY, THE UNION SHOULD BE IN A LEGAL STRIKE POSITION AT 
ABOUT THE SAME TIME AS THE RESULTS OF THE STRIKE VOTE 
BECOME KNOWN. 

3. IN PREPARATION FOR A POSSIBLE STRIKE BY THE ELIGHT 
ATTENDANTS, AIR CANADA HAS BEEN CONDUCTING CRASH COURSES 
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IN FLIGHT ATTENDANT DUTIES EOR MANAGEMENT AND CLERICAL 
WORKERS, WHO IT SAYS IT WILL PUT ON THE AIRPEANES TO KEEP 
THEM OPERATING. 

4. FOLLOWING THE ELIGHT ATTENDANTS IN THE WAITING LINE 
EOR CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH AIR CANADA ARE THE COMPANY'S 
TICKET CLERKS. BY THE TIME THE ELIGHT ATTENDANT AND TICKET 
CLERK AGREEMENTS ARE WORKED OUT, PRESUMABLY BY LATE AUTUMN, 

THE COMPANY WILL AGAIN BE EACED WITH NEW CONTRACT NEGOTIAT- 
IONS WITH ITS PILOTS SINCE THEIR PRESENT ONE- YEAR CONTRACT, 

AGREED TO ONLY LAST MONTH, WAS RETROACTIVE TO LAST 
DECEMBER. ENDERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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